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5

Libreria delle Donne di Milano

The Women’s Bookshop opened in Milan in 1975, after about a year
spent in planning, finding the necessary money, locating a site, solving
the legal questions, etc. It was founded by a group of women active in
the feminist movement in Milan, either in the Demau group, or in the
Collettivo di Via di Cherubini, or later in the ‘practice of the
unconscious’ and in the Via Col di Lana groups (see chapters 1, pp.
33-5 and 4, pp. 82-108). The Libreria is on the one hand — obviously
— a bookshop, that is a ‘public’ space and an enterprise subject to
economic laws; on the other hand, as a ‘women’s’ bookshop, it
inevitably has a political dimension, as do all the other women’s
bookshops in other Italian cities (Rome, Florence, Bologna, Cagliari).
Any enterprise by and for women is a ‘deviation of female energy’
away from socially accepted channels for the purpose of gender-
marked activities.

But in the case of Milan, this political dimension is particularly
important; in fact, the women of the Libreria have been and are a
significant point of reference for any political and theoretical debate in
the feminist movement. Their writings have been very influential in
shaping this debate, and the issues of their irregular publication,
Sottosopra, have always aroused great interest and provoked discus-
sion. They have also edited two Cataloghi, and later a few issues of a
journal, Via Dogana, devoted to a commentary about books by
women, often grouped around a theme, such as the search for a
symbolic mother or women’s attitude towards war. Their work bears
the mark of their interest in French feminist theory, especially in the
ideas of Psychanalyse et Politique, and later, more cogently, in the
thought of Irigaray, with whom they entertain a relationship of
reciprocal esteem and of collaboration.
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